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We believe faith is a divine gift that is strengthened by a personal encounter with the 
living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth. 

- From the St. John Vianney Catholic School Philosophy 
 
St. John Vianney Catholic School has developed this plan for launching the 2020-2021 
school year in accordance with guidelines and recommendations from the Catholic Diocese 
of Spokane Office of Education, the Washington State Department of Health, the 
Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, and local health officials. 
 

Summer 2020  



Letter from the Principal 
 
Dear SJV Families, 
 
I want to thank you for your tremendous partnership, understanding, and flexibility as we 
work through the process of reopening our school. We recognize that the abrupt closure of 
schools in the spring and the uncertainty about the fall has caused significant disruption 
and stress for our families. We’ve taken into account the many perspectives families have 
shared with us based on their specific needs and circumstances. Most importantly, we 
know all of the options we consider must be examined through the lens of our mission 
while keeping the health and safety of our students and staff members paramount in our 
decision making. 
 
We will begin the 2020-2021 school year in an unprecedented way—including new health 
protocols, physical distancing and a commitment to thrive and deliver education to the 
whole child in a creativite, joy-filled manner. Our students are depending on us and you to 
lead this year with hope, vibrancy and a commitment to a future that will hold countless 
possibilities. We ask that you join us in demonstrating to our children that although school 
may look different next year, the SJV Spirit and our faith in Jesus will remain constant. 
 
St. John Vianney Catholic School is committed to serving our community as it always has, 
by providing rich faith formation and academic rigor in a manner keeping with the mission 
of the Church and teachings of Jesus. In whatever capacity the school offers instruction to 
students, we will continue to form children to be faith-filled Catholics, lifelong learners, and 
contributing community members who strive to know, love, and serve God by knowing, loving, 
and serving others and aim to fulfill our vision of forming future leaders to transform the 
world. 
 
In Christ, 
Deacon Nick Senger, Principal 
  



Underlying Principles for Reopening SJV 
 

1. Ensure the safety and wellness of students and staff. 
2. Continue to foster Catholic identity and community, 

both in person and at home. 
3. Provide high-quality instruction to students, 

regardless of delivery model. 
4. Optimize use of resources (spaces and materials). 
5. Strive to teach as many students on campus as 

possible. 
6. Ensure flexibility, responsiveness, and resiliency. 

 

Resources Consulted 
● Diocese of Spokane Reopening Plan 2020-2021 

● Leading with Hope, Loyola University, Chicago 

● CDC Considerations for Schools 

● Washington State Department of Health K-12 Schools Fall 2020-2021 

Guidance  

● Reopening Washington Schools 2020-2021, Washington Office of 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 
  



 

Students Return 
The 2020-2021 school year will begin on Tuesday, September 1, 2020, for all students. We 
anticipate all students in grades Preschool-8 receiving instruction in person at the school 
building. However, the COVID-19 situation remains dynamic and the school is also 
prepared to modify the mode of instruction depending on circumstances. Details about 
those preparations are found below under Academic Considerations. 
 

Sanitization/Safety 
As outlined by the Washington State Department of Health, the Office of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, and the Spokane Regional Health District, St. John Vianney will be 
following these requirements to reopen school in the safest way possible: 
 

● Staff and students with any illness must stay home. 
● Anyone about to enter the building will have their temperature checked and 

students and staff will be screened daily. Procedures will be detailed in future 
communications.  

● Student drop-off and pick-up protocols will also be shared in the coming days. 
● 6-foot spacing will be the norm in classrooms and other school spaces. 
● Frequent hand washing and sanitizing will take place. 
● Students will remain in cohorts as much as possible to limit virus transmission. 

 
Sanitizing/Cleaning 

● The school will implement increased sanitizing of the building both during the day 
and after school. 

● Staff will wipe down desks, door handles, light switches, and other “high-touch” 
surfaces regularly throughout the school day. 

● Hand sanitizing stations will be set up in each classroom and throughout the school. 
 
Social Distancing 

● Classrooms 
○ Students will be seated six feet apart in classrooms. To facilitate the six-foot 

distance, some classes have moved to new spaces for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  

○ Students will be taught in the same space throughout the day as much as 
possible. 

○ Junior high and specialist teachers will move from classroom to classroom to 
teach different grade levels. 



● Student gatherings: 
○ Under the current limitations, students will be unable to gather in large 

groups, so the following changes have been made to the school schedule:  
■ Weekly Mass will be held twice a week so that all students will have 

the opportunity to attend and students will follow diocesan protocols 
for Mass attendance.  

● 5-8 students will attend on Tuesdays at 8:15 a.m. 
● K-4 students will attend on Wednesdays at 8:15 a.m. 

■ Weekly schoolwide prayer will take place over the intercom  
■ Events like Drop Everything And Read and Pride Time will take place 

in individual classrooms weekly. 
○ Band will be suspended for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 
Face Coverings 

● Teachers and staff: 
○ In accordance with state requirements, all school staff will be required to 

wear cloth face coverings while at school. 
○ Teachers have discretion to switch to a face shield for certain lessons that 

require students to see the teacher’s face. 
 

● Students: 
○ All students in grades K-8 will be required to wear a face covering. Ideally, 

this will be a cloth mask, as this provides the best practical protection against 
the spread of germs. 

○ Students may also wear a face shield instead of a mask. Face shields do not 
offer the same protection as cloth masks and therefore the wearing of 
face shields may cause longer quarantine times in the event of an active 
case of COVID-19. If used, face shields should extend below the chin, to the 
ears, and have no gap at the forehead. 

○ Younger children must be supervised when wearing a cloth face covering and 
will need help putting them on, taking them off, and getting used to wearing 
them.  

○ Children and youth may remove cloth face coverings to eat and drink and 
when they go outdoors for recess, physical education, or other activities. 
 

● According to state guidelines, cloth face coverings should not be worn by: 
○ Children younger than age 2 years. 
○ Those with a disability that prevents them from comfortably wearing or 

removing a face covering. 



○ Those with certain respiratory conditions or trouble breathing. 
○ Those who are deaf or hard of hearing and use facial and mouth movements 

as part of communication. 
○ Those advised by a medical, legal, or behavioral health professional that 

wearing a face covering may pose a risk to that person. 
 
Hot Lunch 
The hot lunch program will be suspended for the 2020-2021 school year, including 
monthly hot dog/corn dog lunches and the popcorn/pop sale. 
 
Confidentiality 
According to school policy, in order to protect the rights of the individual and comply with 
the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), the school will uphold 
confidentiality concerning any students or personnel. Regarding COVID-19 specifically, the 
school will follow the guidelines provided by the United States Department of Education 
Student Privacy Policy Office in “FERPA & Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs).” 
 
Plan Review/Assessment 
The St. John Vianney Catholic School Reopening Plan will be reviewed bi-weekly by the 
Reopening Action Team to evaluate the plan’s effectiveness. The plan will be revised based 
on faculty feedback and input from the School Advisory Council and regular family and 
student surveys.  
 
  

https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf


Academic Considerations  
 

Scenario 1: In-person Instruction for All Students 
The 2020-2021 school year will begin on Tuesday, September 1, 2020 for Preschool-8th 
grade students. There will be several changes to the way things look that will require 
patience, understanding, and flexibility, but our commitment to high quality education will 
remain the same. The well being of students and staff, and the quality of the learning 
experience are key factors in planning for the new year.  
 
To meet social distancing requirements, desks will be spaced six feet apart. The 2nd and 
3rd grade students will move to the 8th grade classroom in order to allow for enough space 
between the desks. The 8th grade has moved to the 6th grade room. Depending on 
enrollment changes between now and the beginning of school, other classes may need to 
move locations. Students will remain in the same classroom for most of the day. Junior high 
and specialty teachers will move from class to class. These changes allow all students to 
be on campus daily. 
 

Focus for the first month of school: 
Classroom teachers will intentionally focus on developing the following during the first 
month of school: 

● Building relationships and partnerships between students, families, teachers, 
classmates, staff, and administration. 

● Instruction and review of safety and health routines, including frequent 
handwashing, care and use of face coverings, and social distancing. 

● Assessment of students’ strengths and learning needs in order to 
differentiate instruction. 

● Instruction in the use of technology and online platforms. 
  



Scenario 2: Hybrid Learning (Some students at school, some at home) 
The goal of St. John Vianney Catholic School is to implement in person instruction for all 
students for the 2020-2021 school year. However, we recognize that a hybrid model may 
have to be implemented. In this scenario there would be a blend of in-person instruction on 
campus combined with distance/continuous instruction at home. There are several 
conditions that might warrant implementing hybrid model, including the following: 

● If a particular family, student, or group of students needs to quarantine for an 
extended period of time. 

● If a family has a concern about exposure to COVID-19. (Prior to participating in this 
model, the family must understand the expectations of at-home learning for both 
students and parents and be willing to commit to the model for at least one quarter 
of the school year.) 

 
What hybrid learning will look like: 
Students who are participating in the hybrid learning model will be issued a 
Chromebook from school and will have a day very similar to other students, along 
with similar expectations: 

● They will get up as if going to school in person and get dressed in their school 
uniform. 

● They will find a quiet place at home, preferably at a desk or table, to set up 
their Chromebook, textbook, and other learning materials. 

● At the appointed times each day they will join their classmates for live 
instruction on Google Meet. There will be two to three required live 
instructional sessions each day, Religion, Math and/or Language Arts, and 
other classes will be streamed live as well. Schedules will be posted in 
advance and will stay as consistent as possible from week to week. 

● Live classes will be recorded in the event of technology problems or 
scheduling issues, but the expectation is that all healthy students 
participating in hybrid education will attend multiple live sessions daily. 

● There will be breaks during the day for students to work on homework and 
eat lunch. 

● Students and parents/guardians will also be able to schedule one-on-one 
meetings with teachers as needed during regular school hours, through video 
chat, phone calls, or in person. 

 
  



Scenario 3: Continuous/Distance Learning 
While our goal is to offer in-person education for every student, we recognize that a 
continuous learning model may have to be implemented for a period of time if the school 
building is required to close. In the continuous learning model, the student day will look 
similar to a day in the hybrid learning model, except that all students will be participating 
in it. 
 

Some Features of the SJV Continuous Learning Model: 
● Interactivity. Live virtual interactions with SJV teachers will take place daily. 
● Safety. All school devices will have an additional layer of internet filtering, 

even at home. 
● Interconnectivity. Google Classrooms will sync with Sycamore in grades 5-8 

so that student progress is more apparent. 
● Ease of Access. All students in grades K-8 will have an SJV Google account 

and will access learning resources from one portal with a single sign-on. 
Guardians will also have an account to log in to the learning portal. Younger 
students will have sign-on badges to log in quickly and easily. 

 
 

 
 

 
  

https://media.giphy.com/media/cMJzvQKwiH86lltLLz/giphy.gif


Other Considerations 
 

Catholic Identity 
Regardless of which academic scenario is implemented, St. John Vianney Catholic School is 
committed to our mission of forming children to be faith-filled Catholics, lifelong learners, 
and contributing community members who strive to know, love, and serve God by 
knowing, loving, and serving others. During the in-person and hybrid scenarios, Fr. Oiland 
will offer two Masses each week, one for Preschool-4th Grade students and one for 5th-8th 
Grade students. Masses will follow diocesan safety protocols. Weekly Monday morning 
prayer will take place over the intercom. 
 

Community 
The school is currently formulating plans to welcome new families to our community and 
to welcome students back to school. Stay tuned for more information. 
 

Volunteering 
We realize volunteering will be difficult this year due to COVID-19. We welcome volunteers 
in the capacity that we are able to use them, but volunteer hours will not be required this 
year. 
 

Accreditation 
An Accreditation Visiting Team was scheduled to visit St. John Vianney in March of 2020. 
That visit has been postponed to the March of 2021. The school continues to engage in the 
accreditation process and will keep the school community informed of the progress being 
made. 
 

2020-2021 Here we come! 


